
 
At its meeting on 12 June 2012 the Education and Children’s Services Committee considered the business referred to 
below.  The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the 
Committee has exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minutes of 
Meetings of 6 
March and 10 
May 2012 

 

1 The Minutes of Meetings of 6 March and 10 May 2012 were approved. 
 

Minute of 
Meeting of the 
Education and 
Children's 
Services Sub-
Committee of 9 
March 2012 

 

2 The Minute of Meeting of the Education and Children's Services Sub-Committee of 9 
March 2012 was noted. 
 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

3 There were no declarations of interest. 

Performance 
Management -
2011/2012 
Quarter 4 
 

4 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the presentations on Performance 
Management.  
 

Education and 
Children 
Services Sub-
Committee: 
Appointment of 
Members 
 

 

5 It was agreed that the Committee appoint the following Members to serve on the 
Education and Children’s Services Sub-Committee: 
 
Mr Charlie Nicolson,  
Mr Kenneth Macleod 
Mr Iain Morrison  
Mr Angus McCormack  
Mr Bill Houston 
 

Member/ 
Officer Working 
Groups 
 

6 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle establish an Education Strategy Member/Officer Working Group and an 
Integrated Children’s Services Member/Officer Group, 
on the basis that the undernoted Members be appointed to the Working Groups: 

 
Education Strategy Member/Officer Working Group 

 
Chairman, Education and Children's Services Committee 
Mr David Blaney 
Mr Bill Houston 
Mr Roddie Mackay 
Mr Archie Campbell 
 
Integrated Children’s Services Member/Officer Working Group 
 
Chairman, Education and Children's Services Committee 
Mr Donnie Steele 
Mrs Zena Stewart 
Mr Angus McCormack 
Mr Bill Houston 
 

Children Missing 
from Education 
Policy 
 

7 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the proposed Children Missing 
from Education Policy as detailed in Appendix 1 to the Report.  
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Care 
Inspectorate - 
Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar 
Scrutiny Report 
- February 2012 
 

 

8 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle –  
 
(1) note the Report, the main points for action and the action plan that had been put in 

place to bring about improvements in service; and  
 
(2) note the support inputs the Care Inspectorate had offered.  
 
 

Review of 
Education 
Provision – 
Relocation of 
Complex 
Additional 
Support Needs 
(ASN) Provision 
from Stornoway 
Primary Campus 
to Sandwickhill 
Learning Centre 
and Redesign of 
Complex 
Additional 
Support Needs 
Provision in 
Lewis and 
Harris. 

 

9 It was agreed to recommend that:  
 
(1) the Education provision for pupils with Complex Additional Support Needs be 

discontinued at Stornoway Primary campus with effect from 29 June 2012;  
 
(2)  pupils with Complex Additional Support Needs in Lewis and Harris be assumed to 

be educated within their local mainstream school or enhanced provision within Sgoil 
nan Loch (Primary) and The Nicolson Institute (Secondary); and  

 
(3) that pupils with Complex Additional Support Needs enrolled in their local 

mainstream school have access, as their needs require and on the basis of 
individual review, to full or part time provision at the Sandwickhill Learning Centre. 

 
It was further agreed to recommend that: 
 
(1)  the Director of Education and Children's Services be requested to send a copy of 

the proposed staffing structures associated with the recommendations detailed at 
(1), (2) and (3) above to Members of the Comhairle and to Representatives of 
Religious Interests on the Committee; and 

 
(2)  the Director of Education and Children's Services be requested to submit a Report 

on the operation of the Sandwickhill provision for Children with Complex Additional 
Support Needs to the June 2013 Meeting of the Committee. 

 
Review of 
Educational 
Provision – 
Castlebay 
School Nursery, 
Isle of Barra 

 

10 It was agreed to recommend that the Nursery remains within the Barra Children's Centre 
Building and that the Council Officers engage with staff and parents at the Barra 
Children's Centre to resolve any practical operational issues. 
 
 
 

Report by HM 
Inspectorate of 
Education HMIe: 
Sir E Scot 
School- May 
2012 
 

 

11 It was agreed to recommend, that the Comhairle note the key strengths and the main 
points for action as listed in the Report.  
 

Specialist 
Mainland 
Placements for 
Children 
2011/2012 and 
2012/13 

 

12* It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle note the forecasted costs for specialist mainland placements, as detailed in 
the Report, and the actions being taken to address this issue. 

Chief Social 
Work Officer 
Report-
2011/2012 
 

 

13 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle note the content of the Chief Social Work Officer Report for 2011/2012, as 
detailed at Appendix 1 to the Report.  
 



 
School Wind 
Turbine Safety 
Policy  
 

 

14 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1)  approve the “Wind Turbine Safety Policy” attached at Appendix 1 to the Report; and  
 
(2)  approve the immediate review of all wind turbines on or near school premises and 

proceed as outlined in Section 8 of the attached Policy.  
 

Western Isles 
Schools Project: 
Update 
 

 

15 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that  
 
(1)  the Comhairle note the Report; and  
 
(2)  authorise the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Western Isles Schools 

Project Board, to agree and implement a strategy for reallocating and/or disposing 
of surplus furniture, equipment and teaching resources at The Nicolson Institute, in 
accordance with Financial Regulation 66. 

 
Scotland's 
Schools for the 
Future - Phase 3 
Funding 
 

16 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle approve the submission of a bid to Scottish Futures Trust to build a new 
school in North Uist 
 

Reports 
Outstanding: 
Progress 
 

17 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 
 
 

  URGENT ITEM 
 

Schools Estate 
Strategy: 
Judicial Review 

18 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, that 
the Comhairle:  
 
(1)  note the terms of Lord Brailsford’s Opinion on the Comhairle’s application for 

Judicial Review against Scottish Ministers’ determinations to refuse consent to 
close Carloway and Seilebost Primary Schools, and discontinue the S1 and S2 
stages of Education at Lionel and Shawbost Schools;  

 
(2)  note that the Director of Education and Children’s Services will take all necessary 

operational decisions to implement the Opinion of the Court of Session as regards 
the practical arrangements in respect of the closure of Carloway and Seilebost 
Primary Schools, and the transfer of pupils, members of staff etc from Lionel and 
Shawbost Schools to The Nicolson Institute, and in relation to all ancillary matters 
such as school transport; and  

 
(3)  delegate authority to the Chief Executive to instigate and defend such legal 

proceedings as may be necessary, including recovering the Comhairle’s expenses 
in the action and the lodging of defences in respect of any appeal by Scottish 
Ministers.  
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